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For the law was 

given through 

Moses; grace 

and truth came 

through Jesus 

Christ. 

                                  Building the walls 2 –  
                  Grace and law; Faith or works? 
                       - How do we live under grace and not under law? 
                       - What does “Faith without works is dead” mean? 
                            - Do we have to earn our place in heaven? 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is 
the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed 
me because he was before me.’ ”) Out of his fullness we have all received 
grace in place of grace already given. For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has made him 
known. John 1:14-18 
 
For it is by grace you have been saved, through 
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 
For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 
advance for us to do. Eph 2:8-10 

Introduction: 
In the first session of “Building the Walls” we said that the walls that surround 
the Kingdom of God are everything taught by Jesus Christ and His New 
Testament. Anything that doesn’t agree with Him is outside those walls; our 
security is to remain within this perimeter that He gives us. 
Inside are freedom, safety and eternal life; outside of Jesus Christ is 
bondage, the insecurity of relativism, and eventual death. Jesus said that 
Satan is the Father of Lies and there is no truth in him (John 8:44) 
 
In this second session we will look at the essential difference between law 
and grace, how to become a Christian and how to live the Christian life. 
 
The enemy of pride 
There is nothing worse than being with a proud person; nothing is more 
destructive than pride. That’s why God planned salvation by grace. There is 
nothing more potent to destroy pride than knowing that we can’t earn our own 
salvation. To enter heaven requires a literal change of heart. God said in 
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Ezekiel 11:19: “I'll give them a united heart, placing a new spirit within them. 
I'll remove their stubborn heart and give them a heart that's sensitive to me. 
And later in 35:26 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.”  Keeping 
rules and trying to be good won’t give us eternal life. We need to ask God to 
have mercy on us and give us a new heart. 
 
The greatest obstacle to believing in Jesus is pride and selfishness. It was 
pride that first led to sin entering into the world – man wanted to be “like God, 
knowing good and evil.” Unregenerate hearts – those that haven’t been born 
again – are just the same. Before we are regenerated we don’t want to just 
be servants; we want to live for ourselves. But Jesus Himself said “I am 
among you as one who serves”. This spirit of service is what characterises 
the believer. We are not interested in position or what people think of us but 
in serving God and our fellow man as well as possible. 
 
How faith works: 
So if we can’t earn our salvation by good works, how do we get accepted into 
heaven? The answer is given to us by Jesus Himself in many passages, for 
instance: 
“To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to 
pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even 
like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and 
give a tenth of all I get.’ 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He 
would not even look up to heaven, but beat his 
breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.’ 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” Luke 18:9-14 

Humility – the key character trait. 
God hates and resists pride but gives grace to the humble (Prov 3:34, James 
4:6, 1 Peter 5:5). That’s why he’s made it impossible for anyone to be proud 
that they are saved.   
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Jesus also says in response to the question: “What must we do to do the 
work of God?”: 
“The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent” (John 6:28,29) 
 
What happens when we believe in Jesus is a mystery above our 
understanding, though in God’s word we find an explanation. A clear one is in 
the book of Romans: a summary of it is found in laws 2-4 of the Four Spiritual 
Laws (see website message 7/02/16). Here are all 4 in brief: 
 
Law 1: God loves you and offers a wonderful plan for your life. 
John 3:16: “God so loved the world…” 
John 10:10 “I came that they might have life and …..” 
 
Law 2: Man is sinful and separated from God: 
Rom 3:23 “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
 
Law 3: Jesus Christ is God’s only provision for man’s sin:  
He Died In Our Place 
"God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 5:8). 
He Rose from the Dead 
"Christ died for our sins... He was buried... He 
was raised on the third day, according to the 
Scriptures... He appeared to Peter, then to the 
twelve. After that He appeared to more than 
five hundred..." (1 Corinthians 15:3-6). 

He Is the Only Way to God 
"Jesus said to him, 'I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me'" (John 14:6). 
This diagram illustrates that God has bridged the gulf that separates us from 
Him by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the cross in our place to pay 
the penalty for our sins. 
 
Law 4: We must individually confess our sins, turn away from them, turn to 
Christ and receive Jesus Christ into our hearts as Saviour and Lord. 

We Must Receive Christ 
"As many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who believe in His name" (John 1:12). 
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We know that 

we have passed 

from death to life 

because we love 

one another. 

We Receive Christ Through Faith 
"By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is 
the gift of God; not as result of works that no one should boast" (Ephesians 
2:8,9). 

When We Receive Christ, We Experience a New Birth (Read John 3:1-8.) 
 
This prayer in the 4 spiritual laws, if prayed genuinely, ensures our salvation: 
“Lord Jesus, I need You. I admit that I am a sinner. Thank You for dying on 
the cross for my sins. I open the door of my life and receive You as my 
Saviour and Lord. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal life. 
Take control of the throne of my life. Make me the kind of person You want 
me to be.” 

If you genuinely pray this prayer then Christ will come into your heart. 
 
Faith without works is dead: 
Once Christ comes into our heart, He takes control 
of our life. No longer are we in charge but we now 
live every day according to what He wants us to do. 
James 2 makes it clear that faith without works is 
dead. Works are the proof that we really have faith. 
1 John 3:14 says: “We know that we have passed 
from death to life because we love one another” 
However John goes on to say: “Let us not love in 
words or speech but with actions and in truth.” 
 
Memory verses: 

Rom 3:23 All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal…. 
lough….. Eph 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved through faith….. 

1 Peter 5:5 God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble …. 

John 1:12 As many as received him, he gave the right to become… 

 
 
Songs: Only by grace can we enter; We are moving on into a deep appreciation.. 


